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ogy OLITIAN, a name 
‘= eminent among the 
rettorers of polite h- 
terature, when he 
publifhed a coilec- 
tion of epigrams, 
#4 perfixed to many ol 

them the year of his age at which 
they were compofed. He might de- 
fign by this ‘information, either to 
boaft the early maturity of hts gent- 
us, or to conciliate indulgence to the 
puerility of his performances. Bat 
whatever was his intent, it 1s re- 
marked by Scafiger, that he very 
little promoted his own reputation, 
becaufe he fell below the promuife 





which his firit produétions had giv- 


en, aod in the latter part of life 
feldom equalled the fallies of his 
youth. 

It is nct uncommon for thole who 
at their firft entrance into the world 
were diftinguifhed for emiment at- 
tainments or fuperior abilities, to 
difappoint the hopes which they bad 
railed, and to end in neglect and 
obfcurity that life which they began 
incelebrity & honour, To thelong 
catalogue of the inconveniences of 
old age, which moral and fatirical 
writers have fo copioufly dilplayed, 
may be often added the lofs of 

me. 

The advance of the human mind 
towards oe of laudable per- 
fait, may be compared to the pro- 
pref of ahody dtiven.by a blow. 
t moves for a time with great velo- 

and vigour, but the force of the 
art impulfe is perpetually decreal- 
ing, and though it fhould encounter 
no obftacle capable of quelling it by 
a-fudden ftop, the refiltance of the 


medium through which it pafies,. 





a 


and the latent inequalities of the 
imontheft fartace will in.a thore time 
by continued setardation wholly 
averpower it. Some hindrances will 
be found in every road of life, but 
he that fixes his eves upon any thing 
at a diltance neceffarily lofes tight of 
all that fills up the intermediate 
{pace, and therefore fects forward 
with alacrity and confidence, nor 
lufpetts a thoufand obitacles by 
which he afcerwards finds his paf- 
fage embarrafied and obttructed. 
some are indeed flopt at once in 
their career by a fudden fhock af 
calamity, or diverted toa different 
direction by the crof& impufeof fome 
violent pation; but far the greater 
part lanvuith by flow degrees, devi- 
ateat frit intoflight obliquitics, & 
themfelves icarcely perceive at what 
time their ardour forfook them, or 
when they leit ight of their origiaal 
defizn, 
Wearinefs and negligence are per- 


petually prevailing by filent en 


croachments, atitted by different 
Cauies, and not obferved wil they 
cannot, without great difficulty, be 
oppoied. Labour neceffarily requires 
paufes of cafe and relaxation, and 
the delicioufneis of cafe commonly 
makes us unwilling to recucn to la» 
bour. We, perhaps, prevail upon 
Ourfelves to renew our attempts, 
but eagerly litten to every arzument 
for frequent interpofitions of amufe- 
Iment ; for when indolence has once 
entered upon the mind, it can 
iearcely bedifpoff:ffed but by fuch 
efforts as very few are found willing 

to exert... 
lr is the fate of induftry to be 
equally endangered by mucarriage 
25 and 
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ebd_ tote, by Fae and def- 
ndency. 2. f engage 

F a great undertaking ‘with a falfe 
Opinion of its facility, or too high 
conceptions of his own ftrength, is 
eafily difcouraged by ‘the’ firft hin- 
‘drance of his advances, becaufe he 
had promifed Whimfelf an equal and 
perpetual progreffion without impe- 
diment or difturbance; when unex- 

&ted jnterruptions break in upon 

im, heis in the fate of a nian fur- 
prifed by.a tempeft where he purpot- 
ed only’to bafk in the calm, or {port 
in the fhaflows. 

Te is not only common to find the 
difficulty cf an enterprize greater 
but the profit Tefs, than hope had 
pictured it. Youth enters the world 
with very happy prejudices in her 
own,favour. She imagines herfelf 
not only certain “of accomplifhing 
every adventure, Bat ‘of obtaining 
thofe tewatds which the accomplith- 
ment may deferves She is not eafi- 
ly perfoaded ‘to believe that the 


force of merit can bé refifted by ob- 


ftinacy ahd avarice, or its fuftre 
darkened by envy and malignity. 
She has not yet dearned that* the 
mio evident, claiths to -praife‘or 


referment may be rejected by ma~ 


ice againft Conviction, of by. 

lence without examination; that 
they may be‘fometimes defeated by 
artifices, and fometimes 

by. clamour; that in the ‘mingled 
n 
Other provocation to enmity ‘than 
that they find themfelves excelled; 
that others have eeafed their cutio- 


mbers.of mankind, many tied tio 


Diligence to foon relaxed ; Necefficity of Perfeverance. 


durate, muft reclaim perverfériefs 
and inform ftupidity,< *" °° “-°c“ > 

It is no wonder that when the 
profpeét of reward has vanithed, the 
zeal of enterprize fhould ceafe% for 
who would perfevere tocultivate the 
foil'which he has, after cng labour; 
difcoveréd to be barren ? He whe 
had pleafed himfe}f with anticipated 
pratfes, and expeéted that he fhould 
meet inevery place with patronage 
or friendfhip, will foon remit his 
vigour, when he finds thar from 
thofe who défire to be confideréd'as 
his admirers nothing ean be hoped 
but cold civility, and that many re» 
fufe to own his excetlenice, leaft thy 
fhotild be too juitly expef&ed to fe- 
ward it. dat yates 

A man thas cut off from the prof. 
peét of that port to which his ad- 
drefs and fortitade had beéen’em: 
ployed to fteer him, often abandons: 
himfelf to chance and to the wind, 
and glides carlefs arid [dle‘down the 
current of life, without refolution tf 
make another effort, till> he -is 
{wallowed‘up by the gulph of »mor-i 
tality.) 9 <9) 

Others are betrayed to the fame 
defertion:6f themfelves by a contra- 
ee ‘Te was faid of Hannibal 
that he wanted nothing to the com- 
pletion Of: +his/miartial virtues, ber 
that when he had'gained a -vittory 
he thould know how to ule it.’ The 
folly’of defifting too foon from fuc~ 
ee ee hafte of en- 
joying advanta re they are 
rt deo Phy is often fatal to men‘of im 
petadds defire, and ardent imegina- 
tion, to mén whofe 'con{cioulinels of 





fity, and Cohfider every ‘man who 

fills the mouth of report with anew uncommon powers fills: them: with’ 

name, as an introder upon their té- prefumption, and who, having bora 

treat, and diftuyber of | hei Yepofe'? oppofitiondown before them, and 

that fome are capaged in éomplica left emulation panting behind, are 

tions of intéreft whrch they imagine eatly perfuaded to Imagine: that 

endangered by every’ innovations they have: reached che cheights of 

that many yield'themftives up'im- perteétion, and rhat now being 20 

plicitly to evéry report ‘which a- lopperin'danger from: competion) 

tred diffeminstes or folly fcatters ; they-may: pafs the rett of their day : 

and that whoever afpirés to'thé no+ in theénjoyment cf their acqai* | 

tice of the public, ‘he’ has‘ in al- tions, in contemplation of theirown’ : 

moft every man an enemy and a‘ri+ fuperiority, and in attention of then’ } 

val; and mutt ffrugele with the op- own praifes; and look unco 

— of the daring, and eludethe from their «eminence « upon’ ‘the | 
ratagems of the tmorous, mut toils and contentions of meaner be- 


quicken the frigid and foften the ob- ings. . peer 
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wide bet sheleedetes of Lillipuss 


ols is.not fu ficiently. confidered in 
the hour of éxultation, that all hu- 
map exceblence is comparative; that 
noman performs much. but io pro- 
postion to what others accomplith, 
off the Gme.and opportunities 
vhich-have been allowed him; and 
that he who {tops at any point of 
qpenlleace is every day finking in 
imation, becaufe. his improve- 
meat grows continually more in- 
commenfurate to his life. Yet, as 
no.man willingly quits opinions fa- 


vqurable to himielf, they who have. 


ce-been jultly celebrated, imagine, 
hotcher itill have the pretenfions 
toregard, and feldom perceive the 
dimioution of their character while 
there is time torecover it. Nothing 
then remains bat murmurs and re- 
morfe; foraf the {pendthrift’s pover- 
ty~be, ambittered by the refiection 
that he once was rich, how muit the 
idier’s ob(curity. be clouded by 
rememberiag that he once had lui- 


tre beni 

"Thele errors all arife.from an ori- 
ginal.miltake of the true motives of 
action. He that never extends. his 
view beyond the praifes.or rewards 
of-men; will be rejected by neglect 
andienvy, Orinfatuated by honours 
and-applaufe. But the confidera- 
tion thet -life as only. depofited in 
hischands to beemployed in obedi- 
ence to. a matter «who will regard 
his, endeavours not... his. faccefs, 
would: have: preferved him from trie 
viel elations 3c difcouragements, & 
enabled: him, to proceed with con- 
tangy and-chearfalne({s,. neither en- 
ervated by commendation, nor in- 
timidated by cen{ure. 

nut hmecdotes of Lilliput. 

‘we .onitied = ta 
THE Hareo Villagreen once in 
~ thes council of Lilliput | faid, 
‘Tre -dittarbances, and tumults, 
andeniots in: Blefuica, I doubr border 
Onopencrebeilion, and if the doc- 
trine dchave-heard this day be con- 
wiifean they will lofe that 
Ramm tontake, that of revolution. 
Meigovernment. over them being 
difelved. a revelution will take 
in Blefatca.- J cannot uader- 
the difference betwen external 
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and internal taxes. They are the 
famein effet, and only differ in 
name. That Lilli ut is the fove- 
reign, the fupreme Jegiflative power 
over. Blefuica, is granted. It can- 
not.be denied ;.and taxation is a 
part.of that fovereign Rox It is 
one branch of the Jegiflation. Icis, 
it has been exercifed, over thofe who 
are not, who were never repre- 
fened. When |  propofed. to tax 
Blefufca, I, alked the houle, if 
any gentleman. would objeé& to the 
right; | repeatedly afked it, and no 
man would attempt to deny it. Pro- 
tection and obedience are reciprocal. 
Lillipuc protects Blefufca ; Bhefulca 
is bound to yield obedience. If not, 
tell me where the Blefufcans were 
emaacipated ? When they want the 
protection of this kingdom, they 
are always very ready to afk it. That 
protection has always been afforded 
them in the. molt full. and ample 
manner. The nation has ren iticlf 
into an immenie debt to give them 
their protection ; and now they are 
called upon ta.contribute a imall 
fhare towards the public expence, 
an expence arifing Gem themielves, 
they renounce yaur authority, infulr 
your officess, and break out,1 might 
almoft. fay, into. open _ rebellion, 
The fedit:ons: {piris of the Blefuf- 
cans,owes its birth to the factions in 
thiscounacil. Gentlemen are care- 
leis.of.,the: confequences of what 
they fay, provided .it anfwers the 
purpoles 9 SpROHIEB. We were 
tolu,, we. trod on tender ground ; 
we were bid to expect difobedieace, 
What was this, but telling the Ble. 
fulcans tottand out agatoit the law, 
to encoprage their obitinacy with the 
expettation of fuppori from hence 2 
Let us only hold out a litiie, they 
would fay,, our fijends will loon be 
in, power... Ungrateful people . of 
Bletuica! Bounties. have beea ex. 
tended, to them., When I had the 
honour t@ ferye the crown, while 
you yourielves were loaded with an 
enormous ;debi, you have. given 
bougues, on their lumber,.on their 
iron, their, hemp, ana many. other 
articles, . You have reiaxed, in heir 
favour, the att of navigaiion, that 
palladium of the Liljipyunon com- 

25.2° merece; 
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merce; and yec [ have been abufled 
in al] the pablic papers, as an ene- 
my to the trade of Blefufca. 

This and all thatthe Hurgo 
Villagreen faid was an{wered by a ce- 
lebrated {peech which has been al- 
ready pabirthed: Thefe are all 
the anecdotes of Lilhput that we have 
as yet been able to collea. , 


A View PotiricAL Letrers 
which have appeared in the Public 
Papers. 


Fy UMPaRY Hint, in the Public 
Ledger, fays, ** The late re- 
markable faving made to this-debt- 
loaded country, of feven orejght 
millions, owght to ferve as an ever- 
lefting memento (if we are capable 
of receiving any initruttion from 
experience ; a point | own myfelf in 
fume doubs abort): of the great er- 
rors we have ‘been guilty of in war- 
ring onthe Continent. Seven mil- 
lions; is a round fum to be at. 
tempted to becheated of, befides 
what was jaftly and unjuitly got from 
us. And, by all accounts, we have 
becn all along paying crowns where 
we fhould have paid only fthillings, 
and could not help ourtelves, being 





obliged to go on wo the end of ‘the 


war. And then I don’t remember 
any thing of balancing accounts, 
or of detection of roguery, as lately 
the Germans gave in their’ bills, 
ohn Bull fought all, and paid all : 
e entered as anxiliaries, and we 
went On as principals. The allied 
and fubfidies States, and: the Com- 
miffaries, pocketed the Mammon. 
And we had——the honour of being 
reckoned, by our plunderers,’ a rich 
and ‘moft generous ‘nation, till we 
found ourfeives——-but mum ! Per- 
haps we may be hereafter wifer than 
to fpend twenty millions a-year for 
feven years together in defending 
the Popifh Queen of Hanga 


againit the Proreftant King of Pruf-. 


fia, and, in another feven years, as 
much to defend the Proteftant King 
of Praffia againft the Popith Qaeen 
of Hungary. Perhaps we may be 
wifer heareafter, than to give any 
German Pr——ce an almoit unli- 
mitted power to draw on us for 
what fums he may pleafe to expend 


in fighting hts own battles. Perhaps, 
however, we may think it reafona- 
ble, that fomething handiome fhould 
done (only to encourage honetty} 
by way of reward to thole; wha, at 
the imminent danger of their .Jives, 
deteéied the horrible icene of. ini- 
quity, lately browght to light. ‘There 
is, l own, one difhculty in the way, 
viz. That, of the three, one 1s—— 
how fhall I write ic? he is——l am 
forry for it———a North Briton. And 
you know, that, in thede our hap»y 
days of Wihes and Liberty, to owa, 
that a North-Briton is capable of 
any thing good, or deferving of any 
favour, 18 as heretical as to {peak 
well of the K or the P of 
» But may we. not acknow- 
ledge the honeity cf the two Englith 
gentlemen, to be honefly, and re- 
ward it accordingly with Jeaving the 
Scotch loon to lament, that he did 
not take better care to be bos 
on the right fide of the Tweed. - 
An. Independant Citizen, in the 
Pustic ApverTiser fays, ‘ I 
remember to have beard it advanced 
by a military man, that on certain 
occafions a good othcer, like agood 
chirurgeon, ought not to fell: But 
matt this {pecies of fortitade be car- 
ned-even in the cabinet ? is M—’s 
benevolence of heart is. univerially 
known, however his opporiunities 
ot gratifying one of the moit glo- 
pious attributes of a prince are lef- 
fened by che generous facrifice he 
made of his mcome to the fervice 
of his pecple, at the opening of his 
reign yetmight not fome compal- 
fionatepropofition have been opened 
to parliament, by a public fpirited, 
eficent, popular, and jo united an 
adminifttation, to fave a_ gallant 
body of men from mifery and de- 
ftrugtion ? 
. ls it pofltble the fate fhould be 
ungenerous to.her fervants, at {0 
romifing a period, when neat 
alf an admiralty board 1s ma- 
ritime? When an officer of bigh 
rank fills one of the firft officers of 
ftate? Nay, when the conqueror 
the Havanna is fo efficient with the 
prefent adminiftration, and, we are 
aflured, is in fuch full poffefiion of 
the ear of our S————n, and when 
we behold in what plentiousthowr™ 






































the R——1 favour defcends on him 


and ‘his family. 
Forbid i heaven! that this il- 
luftrious adminifirajion, the laf 


hopes of Britain, fhould be fo taken 
up without puriuing the remains of 
their broken enemies, that they for- 
get, in the meridian of their tri- 
omph, the fervices and fafferings of 
thofe, not at all times defpifcabie 
beings, the half pay naval and 
land officers. In fhort, if we fee no 
further provifion made for thefe 
ant,’ diftrefied men; in this 
ted. fefhon of parliament, by 
thefe minifters, we may weil apply 
the words of the poet: 
—** In vain doth valour bleed.’’ 
‘ Omega,in the Daily Gazetteer, 
fays,“* A regulation tor the better 
furnifhing our Poor with provifions 
ata reafonable price ts an objeci of 
the urmott confequcnce to the tran- 
quility of the people, and the fafety 
of the fate. Let us not trifle with 
thilery, nor wanton it over adverfity ; 
for it is folly to mock the weak, and 
inhuman to infuls the wretched. 
That many icores of induitrious 
fhop-keepers in this metropolis do 
evidently groan under the real ca- 
lamity of pinching want, is woo fla- 
Ht atruth w admit of even the 
ow ofia contradiction. |! their 
expences encreafe a third upon them 
without an encreafe of family, can 
their bafinets pofli! y fe pport them, 
eipecially when we alt know that 
Gur trade is on the decline? the 


 advance.of afingle farthing in the 


nd on any one arercie that js dai- 
confamed in a family will amount 
tno contemptible trifle at the ex- 
Piration of the yearin a poor man’s 
diary ; and if there is not only an 
advanceof farthing, buteven pence, 
on every individual neceflery of 
life, mult not the amount of their 
expences be confiderably augment- 
ed? And can it be demied but that 
their condition too mutt be reduced 
to aftate of bankruptcy and ruin? 
Exolufiveof ail joffes, if the neat pros 
fitsof my employment, profeffion 
or bufinefs, amount to no more at 
this period than what they did feven 
years ago, and my family expences 
are mow one third higher te what 
‘they. chen were, thoagh thevery {ame 
in number, frugal as heretofore, la- 
borious as ufual, and fober in con- 
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dag, maf not my property be di- 
minifhed, and. wiil not my affairs 
haften into dettruétion? and that 
fuch is the prefent fituation of our 
Poor, 1 dareproclaimit.—And un- 
tii their Grievances are redrefied, I 
will not ceale proclaiming them 
aloud, nor tear publifhing them 
even in the very gatesof Rulers. 

A true Englifbman, io the Public 
Advertier, iays, ** Let Jewels be 
taxed, for which fuch great fums go 
out of this country; they are a to- 
reign and moft ufeleis growth, and 
noné fhould wear them, but who 
might and ought to pay for them 
double the taxes on plate and equi- 
pages. 

Tax Liwery-Servants, thole mot 
banetul, tdle, infolent bandictti of 
this country: | have heard « {aid a 
thoufand times how neceffary it 
was, but rer how diihcult to arrange 
them. i cannotthbink it io, al- 
though | am not able to point out 
the very method, not if it be allow- 
ed the public fhould be confidered 
betore any private intereft. | fhould 
think a method might be found out 
of clating the tervants in fo many 
degrees, with a particular livery to 
each olafs of degree, with diftinc- 
tions to particulureivéries; and tax 
thofe who empl:y iuch nambers of 
each accordingly; and none to be 
employed but who are regiltered in 
fuch clafles, 
~ ‘The exhibitors of public diverfi- 
ons, as weil as the partakers, ought 
to be ‘taxed ; -for, # pofbie;-chey 
fhoulé receive fome check; they are 
grown “too numerous, and employ 
the time of unweary dafipaced youth 
of both jexes too much. 

in thort, there are. yet left many 
methods of taxmg the wealthy,the 
luxurious, aod the indolent’; and 
by theie means eafing the poor, the 
iduitrious, and the laborious. f 
flattered mytelf the diftreffes of the 
dower fort of peeple in. this country, 
from the vgreat and fhameful hich 
price of every heceffary of lite, and 
the dreacful profpect of imevirable 
rain, which daily prefents itfelf 16 
every f{peculative underftanding. 
will roufe our antient families and 
gentlemen and property to unite 
together (for they have moft at flake) 
and lofe no time im taking into con- 

fideration 
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fideration the ftate of this unhappy. 
exhauited, country 5. prabe HAs 


find out, the, remedies, aod whatever, - 


they may be, r-prefent.and recom. 
mend them. dutatully. and humbly 
to the crown; we need nottear oheir 
being then applied with wildom. 


and refolution, 


A remarkable Anscpoteof Per ER. 
the GREAT, Czapg of Muscomuy, 


ME. Strahlemberg tells us,, that 
when the Czar was, about.fve 
ears of age, :his. mother, weat with, 
im in a coach in the {pring feafan, . 
and paling over a dam, where 
there was a waterefall, or catara¢t, 
which made.a .great noile,, and he 
ly:ng in his mother’s lap. afleep, .he 
was fo frightened. by the rufhing of 
the. wates, thatit brought.a fever 
upon him): Asad though n £e- 
covered this, yet-he retained fuch.a 
dread of water, that.he.could nevex 
bear to fee any ttanding water, much 
le(s any suaning water, without the 
greacelt uneahaels. This, contunu- 
ing mi] he was tousteen years Ot age, 
was @ great gritfio his.mother, as 
well .as,ioi, his, brother, Czar Iwan, 
who fcared it. would.be .a great. pre- 
-judice 10- him foo, eror lattes, wien 
he fhould come,to the crown.. But 
Prince Baris Gallizin, who was his. 
chief governor, happily thougnt ofja. 
method.of caring this.extraordinary, > 
antipathy. | He ,perfuaded ,his .pu- 
il, at being fine weather, to go with 
im intothe country, [0 4 bunsiag. 
match. svhich he, nad, appoint 
there; but«he young .Czar.did, aor 
know that.there .was.a brook, near. 
the place... After, a hutle, diverfion. 
in hunting Gallizin faid, . ‘‘ Ibis ve- 
ry hot weather 5, J..wilh there, was.a, 
brook in .the. meighbourheod.; 1. 
would go in and. bathe.””, .“* Wha 
faid the young, Princes will. you: kill» 
yourfelt 2” Boris aniwered, I have 
frequently bathed. with.your.late ta. 
ther, and= yet:.am alive. Rill”. 
adding, “>that: It.) W2s>. very: 
wholefome to’‘bathe 1% hor weas. 
ther.” - The Czar,. 18. lunprize, 
donlartdysthde he on shee 
people were frequetly »dtowned. > 
** Well, but,faidhis governors how» 
can. a man’ be drowned,: when the. 
water is not above his knees ? If it 


_ped his horfe. 


A remarkable Anecdote of Peter the Great, Czar of Mufcovy, 


pleafe. your. majefty, 1. with-fend 
fomebody to find-out a. brook,, and: 
you {hall fee «hatsat,as | le -ta- 
bathe;wathout Groweingy’ >. i): .dae 
Accordingly he {ent a gentlemap 
of the bedchamber; who, on his 
return, reported, that not far from, 
thence there was a@*brook. The 
Czar went thither, but approached 
with fear and rtembiing, and ftop- 
Prince Boris fent 
fome mea thithés, ordering them 
crofsihe water, forwards,and . back 
wards, and then to return anddhew 
themfelves that ghey were allalive, 
anddate..) After this, the Czar,veae, 
tured to pide nearer > Upon which, 
Gallizin, with his honfe crofled., the. 
water himfelf, and o:dered fome. 9 
his people to. alight from their boslesy: 
and go barefooted througo, which 
the Czar admired at, aod had.at Jatt) 
courage to go through it hialelf, 
with his horle, to ine. great admiras: 
tion of all prefente. After this cure, 
of bis drced of water;, he returned)’ 
ta.the place well pleafed, and. cold, 
it to his. mother, vod his brother, 
lwan,. who 'hardly,could believe Hy: 
fo great was their joy, t digo 
Some days after, Czar Iwan went: 
with bis brother Petes, to adammer 
place-called izmelowa, where ther. 
aréva great. manyriith paenane and: 
atter they had diverted shemielves 
in the garden; he ordered some, of: 
his fervants to/bathein a pond, and, 
they: would dookons: Azar Petem 
forbid. it; .howevery Lwan per(uaded 
him. atleagch. to».conient,.» “The: 
young men being very merry im the: 


water, it pleafed their. fovereign fe 


wellj that he had a: mind to try it 
hinafelf; co which Czar lwanien<. 
couraged him, and by: that means: 
he goz rid-at.once:of allahas fear of | 
water with which he had-~been fe 
long before I 
Qn. this: 


ort narrative we 


shaves 
only.to remark, ““ That the victorps 


here-obtained,«is bat ea Try 8 A: 
inftances occarring in the life of shis: 
gteat prince, of that /heroic refoluy: 
tion aed intrepidi adluated:) 
his whole condaét,> which wall als: 
ways’ dtimulate-the noble » mind 10! 
oppofe. every unwerchy obfiacies 
and which, exterided« ftilb farther 
and exerted m matters sine 
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€ft importance in life, will enable 
the foul to overcome and to contemn 
every fordid propenfity of vicioas 
habit, that may incumber’ or befet 
sesmoiney #10 


Dijpre/s encouraged to. hope: The Hif- 
ose ono fory of Meusssa. 

‘SG Continued from Page 314.) 
1X this family, which in a few 

weeks after returned to London, 
Meliffa foon became a {favourite : 
the good ’fquire feemed to confider 
he? as ‘his child, and mifs as her 
fifter; {he was taught dancing and 
mitific, introduced to the beft com- 
patiy, elegantly dreffed, and al- 
owed fuch fums as were neceffary 
for trivial expences. Youth feidom 
fuffersthe dread of to-morrow to 
intrude upon the enjoyment of to- 
day; bat rather’ regards prefent fe- 
lielty as the pledge of future: Me- 
hifla was’ probably as happy as if fhe 
had been in the actual poffelfion of 
a fortune, that totheeate and fplen- 
dor which the enjoyed already, 
would have added Rability: and in- 

She was now im her erghteenth 
yéar, and the only fon of her bene- 
fattor was jait come fromthe unix 
véfity to {pend the winter with bis 
father'in town; he was charmed with 
her'*perfon, behaviour, and dif- 
courfe s and what he could not but 
admire, he took every: opportunity 
t@commend: fhe foon . perceived 
that’ he thewed particular marks of 
refpe€jito her, when he thoughtthey 
would: not be perceived by ethers ; 
and that-he endeavoured to recom- 
mend ‘him if by an officious: affi+ 
ddityjoand a diligent attention 10 
the motcminute ‘circumttances that 
might contribute to her pleafures 
dor this. behaviour ‘of the young 


— however itumight gratia” 
Vamaty, could not fail toalarm 


hesdear 5\ theforefaw, thae if whit 
thes hat remarked: in his condatt 
fiould: be perceived by his father or 
fitter, the peace of the famiiyowould 


bedeftrayed » and thatthe moter. 


thesbethip- wrecked: in the itorm, or 


thruwm -oversboard:s to appeale its. 


She therefore aftefied met to: per- 


ae 
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ceive, that more than ageneral com- 
plarfance was intended by her lover; 
and hoped that he would thus be dif- | 
couraged from making an explicit 
declaration : but thouph he was 
mortified at her difregard of that 
which lie knew fhe could not but 
fee, yet he determined to addrefs 
her infuch terms as fhould not leave 
this provoking neutrality in her 
power: thowgh he’ reverenced her 
virtue, yet he feared too much the 
anger of his father to think of mak- 
ing her his wife ; and he was too 
deeply enamoured of her beauty, 
to relinquifh his hopes of poflefing 
her asa miftrefs. An opportaniry 
for the execution of his purpofe was 
not long wantinz: fhe received his 
general profeffions of love with Je- 
vity and meriiment; bat when fhe 
perceived that his view was to fe- 
duce her to proftitutron, fhe burt 
into tears, and fell back in an agony 
unable to fpeak 7 he. was iamedi- 
ately touched with grief and re- 
morfe ; his renterieh wes alarmed 
at her diftrefs, and his efteem ine 
creafed by her virtce ; he catched 
her in his arms, and as an atone- 
ment for the infult fhe had received, 
he offered her marriage; but as her 
chaftity would not fufferher to be- 
come his miftrefs, neither would her 
gratitude permit herto become his 
wifes’ and as foon as fe was fuf- 
ficiently recollcéted, ‘the intreated 
hn-never more to urge her to’ vio~ 
late’ the obligation: fhe was under 
either t6 herfelf or to her benetac- 
tor,’ “*°WWWould not, aid the; the 
préefence of @ wretch whom you bad 
feduced from innocence and peace 
to ‘remorfe and puilt, perpetually 
upbraid- you ? ‘and « would: you not 
abways féearto be betrayed by a wife, 
whofe ffidélity'no kindnels could fe~ 
cure, Who had brokemall the bands 
that reftramn ‘the generous and the 
good; and’ whoby ania& of the 
moit>flagitious aagrativude had at 
olice reached® the spinaciesof: guilt, 
ta which*others aicend by. iaiper~* 
— ipradations f”’ ' 

hefe obje€tions, thoegh they 
conld > neither be obviaied: cor 
evaded; had yet notendercy to fube 
due@edefire: he, loved: with greater 


Gelicacy,» butt with. more ardour ; 


and 
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and as he could not always forbear 
expoftulations, neither could fhe al- 
ways filencethem jn fuch amanner as 
might moft effe€tually prevent their 
ee hg wot Such was one morn- 
ing the fituation of the two lovers: 
he had taken her hand into his, and 
was fpeaking with preat earrefinefs, 
while the regarded him with a kind 
of timorous complacency, and li- 
fiended to him with an attention 
which her heart condemned : his 
father, in this tender moment, in 
which their powers of perception 
were mutually engroffed by each o- 
ther, came near enough to hear that 
his heir had made propofals of mar- 
riage, and retired without their 
knowledge. 

As he did not dream that fuch a 
ropofal could poffibly be rejected 
y a girl in Meliffa’s fiteation, ima- 

gining that every woman believed 
her virtue to be inviolate if her per- 
fon was not proftituted, he took his 
meafures pipet rs pe It was near 
the time in which. his family had 
‘een ufed to remove into the coun- 
try: he therefore gave orders that 
every thing fhould be immediately 
prepared for the journey, and that 
the coach thould. be ready at fix the 
next morfiing, a man and a horfe 
being difpatched in the mean time 
to give notice of their arrival. The 
young folks were alittle furprized at 
this fudden removal ; but though 
the ’fquire was a good natured mao, 
te as he governed his fanvily with 
sigh authority, aud. as they per- 
ceived fomething had offended him, 
they did not inquire the reafon, nor 
indeed did they fufpe@ it. Meliffa 
packed up her things, as ufual ; and 
in the morning the young gentle- 
man and his fitter having by their 
father’s orders into coach, 
he called Metiffa into’ the Here 
‘where in a few words, Uut with 
great acrimony, hé reproached her 
with having formed:a defign to mar- 
ry his fon without his confeat, an 
at of  ingfatitudé which he’ faid 
‘jutified himin upbsaiding her with 
‘the favours which he had already 
conferred upon her, and in a refolu- 
tion he had taken that a Bank bill 
of sol. which he then pet into her 
hand, fhowld be the laft ; adding, 
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that he expeéted the fhould within 
one week leave the houfe. ‘Fo this 
heavy charge fhe was not in a con- 
dition to reply ; nor did he flay to 
fee whether fhe would attempz.it, 
but haftily got into the coach, 
which immediately drove fiom the 


or. 

Thus was Meliffa a third time, 
by a fudden and unexpedied defer- 
tion, expofed to penury and diftrefs, 
with this agpravation, that eafe 
and affluence were become habiteal; 
and that though fhe was not fo 
helplefs as at the death of her uncle, 
fhe was expofed to yee preater dan- 
ger; for few that have been ofed 
to flumber upon down, and. wake 
to feftivity, cao rehft the allure 
ments of vite, who fill offers eafe 
and plenty, when the alternatives 
are a flock-bed and a garret, thom 
meals, coarfe apparel, and perpetu- 
al labour. 

Meliffa, as foon as fhe had reco. 
vered from the ftupor which had 
feized her upon fo attonifhing and 
dreadful a change of fortune, deter- 
mined not to accept the bounty ofa 
perfon who imagined her to be un- 
worthy of it; nor to attempt her 
joftification while it would render 
her veracity fufpeted, and appear 
to proceed only from the hope of 
being reftored to a ftate of fplendid 
dependence, from. which jealo 
or caprice might again at any tim 
remove her, without caufe and 
without notice: fhe had not, in 
any hope of being ever able to de- 
fend herfelf againit her accu fer u 
equal terms ; nor did fic know 
to fubfift a fingte day, when fhe had 
returned his bill and quitced his 
houfe: yet foch was the dignity of 
her. fpirit, that fhe’ immediately 
inclofed it in a blank cover, dp 
reGted to him at his country 
and calling op the maid who had 
been lefi, to take care of the houfe, 
ait her immediately with it to the 
te Mich thc apitation: ser al 
out, which thea n Of Her mI 
had ‘before reftrained ;. and’ wh 
the fervant returned, the told herai 
that had ‘happened, and atked 
advice what the thould’ do. ‘The 

irl, after che firft emotions a 
‘der and pity had fabfided, he | 

ate 
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that fhe had a fifter who lodged ina 
reputable houfe and took in plain- 
work, to whom fhe would be wel- 
come, as fhe could aflfiff her in her 
bufinefs, of which ‘fhe had often 
more than fhe could do; and with 
whom fhe might continue till fome 
more elevible ficuation could be ob- 
tained. ‘Meliffa liftened to this pro- 
pofal as to the voice of heaven; her 
mind was fuddenly relieved from the 
moft torménting perplexity, from the 
dread of wandering about without 
money or employment, expofed to 
the menaces of a beadle, Or the in- 
falts of the rabble : the was in hafte 
to fecure her good fortune, and felt 
fome degree’ Of pain lé{t fhe fhould 
lofe it by the earlier application of 
another; fhe therefore went imme- 
diately withthe maid to her fifter, 
With whom it was foon agreed that 
Melitta fhould work for her board 
and lodging ; for The would ‘not con- 
fent to accept asagift, that which 
fie could by any means deferve asa 
paymént, | 
(To be concluded in our next.] 


Extra? from the Nort Briton, 
No, 202. 


THE fpirit and prefeverance with 
S*which the prefent adminiitra- 
tion has enforced a mo material 
articlé in the celebrated Favourite’s 

yer to be forgotten treaty of 
peace, are cigcanittantes which maf 

ve évery difpaffionate mind the 
bighelt opinion both of their grati- 
yaad wifdom; and fill as witha 
rtionable contempt for the 
ce and incapacity of the 
and. his mifetable tools, 
Who neither had the courage to infift 
upon honourable terms, northe fenfe 
tO fecure the performance’ of the 
little ftipulations which they 

begged from a vanquifhed 













‘heréader will immediately fee, 
he fervice which has been here 
ren: we the preicns sore 
is, the payment of the Canada 
which our con{cientious neigh- 

e French have fo long & fo 
ydelayed, to the irreparable 
of many hundred Britith fub- 


u 
ja. whole 203 was lodged in this 
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poner-carreney 5 and who, notwith- 

anding the public faith of the 
French nation, moft folemnly given, 
and moft pompoufly back’d by the 
Favourite’s promife, have neverthe- 
lefs, through the chicanery of the 
firft, and the pufillanimity of the 
latter, been plunged into an abfo- 
lute beggary, or an inconctivable 
diftrefs. 

The good-natured reader will 
probably fay, that now the French 
have come to a final adjuftment of 
thefe bills, the proprietors of them 
can by no means be fo greatly in- 
jured as I have here pretended to 
infinuate, fince the intereft of their 
money is all that they have fuffered 
in.———Wi.li the greatalt deference, 
however, I muft think the intereft 
of ther moncy only, was aver great 
lofs to the proprietors ; and what, in 
my Opinion, the kingdom which 
nt rae or ftood bound for the 

ifcharge of their demands, is in 
honour and juftice obliged to make 
good.—-Put, unhappily, the inter- 
eft of their money is not the only 
prejudice which has been fuftained 
by the original proprietors. As 
well as lofing the interett, they have 
been fatally ftripped almoft of the 
principal; and, depending upon the 
faith of a French people, and the fe- 
curity of a Scottith Minilter, they 
have found the firit to be nothing 
more than illufion, and the latter 
fearce fo much 4s air. 

The payment of the Canada bills 
had been infamoufly delayed fo 
much beyond thé limited time, and 
the late adminiftration fhewed fo 
rétrogade a difpOfition to promote 
public welfare, that the original 
proprietors of theie bills, partly 
urged through a fharp neceffity, and 
partly aétuated bya realonable fear 
that no ftep whatever would be 
taken for their relief, thought the 
beit thing which they could poffibly 
do, woul be ta, fe) hem for shaw 
ever the temerity of opylence might 
be inclined to ober 3 and theretore, 
carricd them into the city, where 
they regneety ‘fold an hundred 
pevad for twelve, ten, and even 

or feven pounds. , 

An a@ of oppreffion, whether it 

be done With a inesauine’ 
2 





nels of ap- 
pearance, 
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pearance, or an ignorance of brvta- of amity, with an united degree of 
lity, is it infolence and difhonetty. 





ill an aét of oppreffion ; 
and, as fuch, intitled to i fevereft 
return of my refentment. he 
nature of things is not. ary way al- 
tered, whether the circumflance is 
applied to individuals or nations — 
*Tis a matter cf indifference to us, 
whether our fellow-fubje&s are in- 
jured witha good grace, or violent- 
ly plundered of their property. 
It makes no odds, whether they 
{ufter by the protraéted. payment of 
the Canada Bills, or whether their 
veflels are publickly flepped on the 
high-feas by the ple of France, 








and pillaged of the cargoes.--—-If 


they are injured, the only thing we 
havetodo, is toredrefs them, and 
not to fritter away our tine in a def- 
picable diftingtion of the means b 
which they have been fo fcandaloai- 
ly wronged. 

A great many well-meaning peo- 
ple will, perhaps, obferve upon this 
occafion, that it is next to an impof- 
fibility for nations always to regu- 
late their intercourfes in juchaman- 
ner as wholly to avoid every foun- 
dation of difpute ; and that, as we 
have concluded a peace with the 
French, ’tis better to put up with 
fome little injuries, than to embroil 


ourfelves by a rath vindiCtivene(s of 


difpofition in any frefh commotion 
with that enterprifing nation. 

The anfwer which I hall make to 
this obfervation, may, at firftgiance, 
appear fomewhat extraordinary ; 
but, upon a ferious confideration, 
will, Iam fatisfied, be allowed its 
proper weight.—lIt is true, we have 
concluded a peace and France, and 


this peace has been ratified for a 


confiderable time.——Bur, will any 
man take upon bimfelf to fay that 
this peace is not conditional ¢ Willi 
any man take upon himfelf to fay 


that the conditions upon which it 


was Originally ratified, ever have 
been fulfilled? If then, the condi- 
tions have not been falfilled, no 


preeey in fact, can be faid to fubfh 


etween the nations; and therefore, 
there can be no obstacle whatever 
to preveat us from doing immediate 
juftrce on the people who have treat. 
ed us, under the fpecious fanction 


From what I have here urged, | 
would by no means be anderitood 
as deftrous of rekindling the flame 
of war in Europe.—Were we to take 
the moft peremptory meafures with 
our good-natured neighbourse---the 
tamenefs with which they have lif. 
tened to the manly remonttrances of 
a {pirited adminiftration, convinces 
me, thatthey have neither the capa. 
city nor the inclination to fall out 
with us.—Befides, were they in ever 
fuch acondition of quarelling with 
us, that, | hope, would not be a 
reafon with fo generous a country 
as the people cf England to pute 
with an oppretlion, or to evecloal 
an offence. If it would, I am fear. 
ful thatall the mighty parade which 
we continually make about the un- 
conquerable intrepidity of freeborn 
Englifhmen, is litrle more than the 
ridiculous bombatt of a few thrafo. 
nical fcribblers, who are willing to 
exalt the idea of our national cov- 
rage, at the expence of our national 
veracity. 

At the prefent crifis, the neceflity 
for ating with a little f{pirit is, if 
pofble, more than ever prefling.— 
For, it isnot the French alone who 
have abufed the eafineis of our n4- 
tional difpofition—The Spaniards 
too, who fee with what facility we 
are continually duped, deny to pay 
us the Manilla ranfom, and even 
abufe our gallant officers who con- 
ducted the expedition to that quar- 
ter of the world, in the moft viru- 
lent terms, though nothing could 
equal their humanity but theic bra- 
very during the whole courfe of the 
attack.—Utierly regardlefs of the 
faith of treaties, they perievere both 
in their infolence and difhonelty, 
while we look tamely on, and ful- 
fer ourfelves not only to be fcanda- 
loufly cheated, but infamoufly in, 
fulted into the bargain. 

Our prefent acmuinittration, from 
their firft acceflion to power, have 


manifefted amofl laudable perfeve- 
jancein.every meafure which coald 
patiibly add eit>er to the incereft or 
the reputation of their country. | 
have ne doubt therefore, bet what, 
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upon the prefent occafion, they will 
fee the necellity of making both the 
French and Spaniards indemnify us 
entirely for the damages which we 
have foftained by their unpardona- 
abie negligence, and want of punc- 
tuality 10 national treaties. 
The mere payment of the Cara- 
da bills, or the Manilla ranfom, 
is not fufficient to fatisfy the juftice 
of our demands.—’ Tis as neceflary 
to pay us intereit tor the time we 
have lain oat of the principal, 
as to pay us the principal it- 
felf. — There are numbers of our 
unfortunate merchants, who have 
fevereiy {uffered by the procraitina- 
tion of the firft,—and numbers of 
our feamen, whom the unjuft deren- 
tion of the Jatter has plunged into 
the moft piercing dittrefs.-.--Their 
injuttes cry aloud for fatisiaction ; 
and the honour of the kingdom is 
immediately concerned in their re- 
drefs. 
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By Tho. Touchit, of Spring-Gar- 
dens, £/7; 


THERE can undoubtedly be no- 
thing more difagrecable to tne 
ftnver.of any nation, than an en- 
Create ot Taxes, letinecle J axes be 
newer jo conit: tational inibeir maitre 
ner,or neceffary in thetrimpofition. 
Jothe mov cileatial of bis Own do: 
metie Occuriencesy a man navuraily 
giomobies at every addrucn in his 
expence, and feels a tecret repug- 
Dance, at parung with aguinea, 
tho’ ne is pertectly farshed Row ex- 
pédicns it.as forthe tupport of him- 
leif Or nis family. ’ 11s o@ wonder, 
thereivre, that in every new duty 
we fall meet with a number of peo- 
Pledutlaiisfied with che proceedings 
Oftsovernment, however calculated 
their meaiuies may be for the ge- 
Neral web are of tine kingdoun. We 
ail of us expect chat they thould 
dotheir utmoit tur our jntereti, but 
AewoOt us are ready by a chieartul 
conitibution of our quota, to put 
em Ma Capacity of aulwering our 

ec ons. 
#8 the conftruction of all public 


‘impos, the fri object of every 


The Wefiminfler Fournal. 


33! 
Minifter’s care fhould be the eafieft 
mode of raifinga fupply. Nextto 
the grievance of laying on anun- 
neceflary duty; the leaving even 
an affential ‘Tax in an arbitrary 
mode, isthe moft criminal circum- 
ftance, in my opinion, of whicha 
Minifter can poffibly be guilty. In 
an attack upon the irberty of the fub- 
ject, he mult begin by oppretling in- 
dividuals ; but in a cruel mode of 
taxation, the tyranny becomes uni- 
veria! atonce, and the whole nation 
is equally involved in one general 
difirefs. For thefe reafons therefore, 
before we tax the necefiaries of |ife, 
we fhould thivk of iubjeGting its 
luxuries to fome fenfible duty, and 
firive rather to raife a fom from our 
diffipations, than to wring it from 
our abiolute wants. 

’Ti$ I believe on all hands agreed, 
that the exigencies of Government 
require feveral confiderable fums of 
money ; and however unwilling the 
nation in general may be to defray 
the expence, itil theie fums muft be 
inevitably raifed, or the public cre 
dit of the kingdom will be ana very 
tuttering ficuation. Asone of the 
eafieit refources to. aniwer this ne- 
ceflary end, I fubmit it moft refpect- 
fully to the confiderauion of Go- 
vernment, whether laying a Stamp» 
Duty upon all Tickets for our pub- 
lick diverfions would not bea very 
falutary meafurce, and highly con- 
ducive tothe general oulity. lfoer 
leafes and our bonds, af our 
books and our hews-papers, articles 
wuhout which st would. be utterly 
impoilible tO maintain a Correfpon- 
dence in fociety, are liabie to per- 
peiua! taxations, I fee no reafon in 
in mature why our diverfions fhould 
noc be oblized to furaih tomerhing 
fur the fapport of Government, 
ejpecialiy as the weight wall not 
then by any means lieuponthe poor, 
buc upon thole.who are beit of all 
able 1o bear the burden of the 
load. 

Suppofe then that a flamp duty 
of a pennyin the fluliing was laid 
upon ail playhoule tickets, upon the 
tickets cf Sadler’s Weils, Yeuxiall, 
Ranelagn, and Marybone, and nut 
onty upon all the tickets for public 
diverfion in and about the metro- 

: 232 polis, 
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polis, but upon all the tickets of the 
fame nature in every other part of 
the kingdom. This, in my opinion 
would raife an arnual fum of {even- 
ty or eighty thoufand pounds, are- 
venue which wouldgo near paying 
the intereft of two millions, even 
at a four per cent, ifttereft, & ferve 
to remove fome really oppreffive tax 
which now continues to reft princi- 
pally upon ‘the poor, and diitreffes 
an infinite number of wretched 
Jitile families. 

I am peifeétly fatisfied, that the 
additional penny would not keep 
the meancit feryant wench in the 
kingdem from the twelvc-penny gal- 
lery, nor the encreafe of: five-pence 
eccafion a moment’s hefication in 
any one Individual who now goes to 
the boxes. 


The Life of Georrrey CHAUCER. 
[Continued from Page 317-] 
AbCUT the ledge of che tomb of 


Chaucer, we are told, the fol- 
lowing verfes were written, that are 
now worn out: 


Si rogi‘es quis eram, fufan te fama 
docebit 5 
Quod f fame negat, mundi quia gloria 
lronfit, 
Hac monumenta lege. 


If who I was you afk, fame fhallde- 
clare ; : 
If fame denies, fince frail all glories 


: are, 
Thefe ftones fhall {peak, infcrib’d 
with pious.care. * 


Before we conclude, we will lay 
before the reader two of Chaucer’s 


The Life of Geoffrey Chaucer. 


chara¢ters of his pilgrims, moder. 
nized ; and the two which we hall 
felect, will form a very ftriking 
contraft, 


The MONK, modernized by Mr, 
BerTerTon. 
Next thefe a merry Monk appears 
in place, 
Who follow’d hunting more than 
faying mafs. 
As bravely mounted, asa Lord from 


Court, 
No well-fed Abbot bore acomelier 
ort. 
And A $4 in ftate he ambled, all 
might hear 
The jingling of his bridle, loud and 
_ Clear ; 


As far, almoft, as any chapel bell. 

This lord!y Monk, once keeper of 
a cell, 

Held good St, Bennet’s order too fe- 
vere ; 

St. Maure to his nice judgment did 
appear 

Too ftriét and rigid, for old dotards 


fit, 

But fcorn’d by priefts of fpirit and 
of wit. 

One {fcripture-text he blotted with 
his pen, 

That fays, all hunters are ungodly 
men, 

What fhoals of converts would this 
doctrine raife ! 

Shall Monks in ftudy pafs laborious 


ays? 
Turn o’er dull fathers, and worm- 
eaten books, 
With dazeled eyes, and melancholy 
looks ; 
Toil with their hands to make the 
garden neat, 
Turn cooks, and bafte the roaft with 
their own {weat? boat 
“his 


* We have before obferved, that our Poet's eldeft fon, Thomas Chaucer, was ap- 
inted chief butler te’King Henry 1V. This office was afterwards confirmed to 
im for life by ‘that Prince, and alfoby King Henry V. In the fecond of Henry 


1V. he was fpeakerof the Houfe of Com 


and conftabie of Wallingford and Kna:esborough caftles. 


mors, theriff of Oxfordhhire and Berkhhire, 


In the fixth year of the 


fame reign, he was fent Ambaffador into France, and the year following he went over 
fea, joined in commiffion with the King’s brother and Geoffrey Chaucer’s nephew, 


Henry Beavfort, Bithop of Winchefter. 


In the ninth year of the fame reign, the 


Commons prefented him their fpeaker, as they did likewife in the eleventh year, In 


the twelfth year of that reign, Queen jan 


e granted to him, for his good fervices, the 


manor of Wodéftcke, Hannebrough, Wotton, and Sruntesfield, during life; and in 
the thirtgenth year he was again pre(ented fpeaker, as he was in the fecond of Henry 
V, In the fame year he was fent by that King, in joint commiffion with Hugh Mort- 


mer, 








Serer. 
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This Auftin humbly did: Did he? 
(faith he) 
Auftin may do the fame again for 


me. 

He lov'’d the chace, the hound’s me- 
lodious cry, 

Hounds that ran {fwiftly as the 
{wallows fly. 

His fleeves, I faw, with furs all 
lin’d within, 

From Ruffia brought, the fineft 
fguirrel’s fkin ; 

(Hair fhirts, he faid »provok’d the 


blood to fin.) 

His hood beneath, his double chin 
to hold, 

*Twas faften’d with a curious clafp 
of gold. 


A love-knot at che greater end there 


was; 
His head clofe fhav’d, and fmooth 
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A fat plump fwan he lov’d, youngs 
but full grown, 

His horfe was fleek, and as the berry 


brown. 


The CLERK, or SCHOLAR of 
we modernized by Mr. 
GLE. 


A Clerk of Oxford next appear’d 

in fight, 

Who fpent on logic many a day and 
night. 

Lank as a rake, the fleed on which 
he fat ; 

And, footh to fay, the man was no- 
thing fat, 

Of afpe& iober, as of body'lean, 

Effect ef contemplation more than 


»» Made an ill ufe of, 


pleen. 
as any glafs. Hollow his veft, and thread-bare 
His ftrutting paunch was feldom was his coat, 
difappointed, A youth of worth he look’d, tho’ 
His broad full face fhone as it were not of note. 
anointed, For he, nor benefice had got, nor 
His eyes were fleepy, rolling in his cure, 
head, No patron, yet fo wordly to ine 
That fteam’d like furnancesof mol- fure ! 
ten jead. So dextrous yet, of body, or of 
Supple his boots, his horfe he face, 
proudly fat ; To circumvent no chaplain, with 
You'd take him for a bifhop by his his grace: 
ate : Nor fulfome dedication could he 
Faits had no: made him meagre like write! 
a gholt, Drudge for a dame, or pander for a 
But fat a was, and goodly as mine knight ! 
hott, 


Much 


mer, to treat of a marriace with Catherine, daughter to the Duke of Burgundy. He was 
likewife Ambaffador in the fifth and fixth years of the fame reign, with Walter Hun- 
gerford, fteward of the houthold, in the fame affair ; and again, in thefixth year of 
thefame reign, he was Ambaffador for peace with France: and he paffed threugh fe- 
veral othe: public ftations, as appears from records. ‘1 lie chief place of his retidence 
Was at Ewelm in Oxfordthire, where he died in the year 1474, amd lies buricd im that 
parith church, under a black marble tomb, with the effigies of him and his wife up- 
on the tomb in brafs plates. Thomas Chaucer, by his wife Maud, who furvived 
him two years, had one daughter named Alice, who was thrice married ; firft to Sir 
~ Philips, Knight, & afterwards to Thomas Montacute, Earl of Salifbury ; who 

ying, left her very rich: her third hufband was the famous William de la Pole. Earl, 
and afterwards Duke of Suffolk, by whom. fhe had one fon, John, Duke of Suffolk. 
Duke William was an inftance of the danger of a Prince’s favour, efpecially when it is 
For influencing the notions and the will of his mafter Henry IV. 
too much, and abufing the power he had over that eafy Prince, he enraged the Com-~ 
mons to fucha degree, that nothing leis than his banifhment could appeafe them ; 
which being agreed to, the Yorki(ts, fearful of his return, feized him on his paflage in 
Dover road, and cut off his head upon the fideof a cock boat; and his body was bu- 
ried at the Charter-Houfe in Hull. The Dutchefs furvived him feveral years, and af- 
teran honourable life died at Ewelm in the year 1475. 
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Much rather had he range, befide 


his bed, 

A feore of authors unadorn’d in 
re 

With Ariftotte, champion of the 
ichools ; 

To mend his ways by philofophic 
rules : 

Than 7 toa vic’rage owe his 


By courting folly, or by flatt’ring 
Than fourth like a prebend in his 


ft: 
That way he held, was not tori, 


but fa 

Nor wou) ~ ‘be the man, for all 
his rent; 

Nam’d you the prieft of Bray, or 
prieftof Trent! 


One fearch of fcience, he forgot 
alone, 
An ufefal fearch ! the philofophic 


one! 
Hence, tho’ his head much learned 
wealth might hold ; 
Yet a, he, in_ his coffer little 


) 

And late tf that ftock, a foreign jour- 
ney drain’d, 

Curious to fee, what yet of Rome 
remain’d. 

Not to the dead that he confin’d his 
looks, 

The living he could read, and men 

with books; 


Feo Sa SE a SO IO RS Mode Bode Aas 
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Yet moft on books, whathe acquires 
he ipends, 

From care 0! parents, or from cn 
of friends ! 

Aad thefe, uabound, or bound, his 
chambe:s itrow, 

A choice collection, bought for ufe, 
not fhow ! 

There ost, in fecret, pray’dthe grate. 
ful you.h, 

For thofe that put him io (he way af 
truth ; 

That gave tse means, juft precepts 
to infil ; 

Or taught him to diflinguifh good 
trom ill. 

Thus grounded well, 
pro ceed ; > 

And noc a word {poke more than 
there was need. 

*T was fhort or civic, fententious or 
fublime, 

And urg’ au with modeily, and {aid 


in time. 
he rather with’d, 


he ftady’d t 


For to imitruct, 
than flrove, 
Willing to be improv’d, or to ums 


prove ! 
Still tu: n’d co moral virtue was his 
ipeech, 
And giadiy would hy rn, and 
glacty tea 
— Th, ¢ . of CuAR- 
LoT?Tée and Maria will bz cives 
Iz v A 
% as 
4\8 


Sevectr Pieces of Porrry. 


PSALM ClIVv. 


RISE, my foul ! on wings feraphic 
rife! 
And praife th’ Almighty Sov’reign of the 
fkies ! 
In whom alone effential glory fhines, 
‘Which not the heaven of heavens, nor 
boundlef. fpace confines ! 
When darknefs rui’'d with univerfal 


fway, 
He pene: and kindied up me blaze of 
day 
Firft, fairer offspring of th’ omnific 
Werd ! 
Which, , on a garment, cloth dits fev’ reign 
d, 





He ftretcht the bive expanfe irom pole to 
pole, 

And fpread circumfluent ether round the 
whole. 

Of liquid air he bade the colums rife, 

Which pr oP the ttarry concave of the 
fk. 


Soon as he bids, impetuous whirlwinds 
P 

To bear tis founding chariot through the 
ky : 4 e 

lmpapogus. whirlwinds the command 
obey i 

Suftain his, flight, and {weep th’ aerial 


way. 
-Fraught wittr*his’ xhandates, from the 


realms on high, 
Unnumber’d hofts of radiant heralds gt ; 
































le to 
4 the 


aerial 


) the 
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From orb to erb, with progrefs uncon- 
fin'd, 

As licht’ning fwift, refiftlefs as the wind, 

His Word in air this pond’rous ball fuf- 
tain’d ; 

Be fixt, he faid: and fixt the ball res 
main’d. 

Heav’n, air, and fea, though all their 
ftorms combine, 

Shake not its bafe, nos break the laws di- 
vine, 

At thy almighty voice old ocean vaves, 

Wakes all his force, and gathers ail his 
waves ; 

Nature lies mantled in a wat’ry robe, 

Aad fhorelefs ocean roils around the 


globe, 

O’er higheft hills, the highett furges rife, 

Mix with the clouds, and lave the vaulted 
tkies, 

But when in thunder the rebuke is giv’n, 

That thakes th’ eternal firmament of hea- 
ven 3. 

The dread rebuke the frighted waves 


obey : 

They fiy, confus'd, along the appointed 
way ; 

Impetuous rufhing to the place decreed, 

Climb theftecep hill, and fweep the bum- 
bls mead ; 

And now reluctant in their bounds fub- 
fide ; 

Th’ eternal mounds reftrain the raging 
tide, 

Yet ftill tumultuous with inceffant roar, 

It fhakes the caverns, and affauilts the 
fhore. 

By Him, from mountains, cloath'd in lu- 
cid fnow, 

Through verdant vales, the mazy foun- 
tains flow. 

flere the wild horfe unconfcious of the 


rein, 

That revels, boundlefs, o’er the wide 
champain, 

Imbibes the filver-ftream, with heat op- 
preit, 

To cool the fervor of his panting breaft. 

Here verdant boughs, adorn’d with {um- 
mer’s pride, 

Spread their broad thadows o’er the Gilver- 
tide , 

While, gently perching on the leafy fpray, 

Each feather’d fongfter curiés his Various 


; lay ; 

Ahd, While thy praife they fymphohize 
around, 

Creation tchoes to the grateful found. 

Wide o’er the heavens the varidus bow he 
bends, 

Its tinture brightens, and {ts arch ex- 
tends, 

At the giad fign aerial condtits ‘flow ; 

The hills relent, the meads rejoice below: 
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By genial fervor and prolific rain, 

Gay vevetation clothes the fertile plaia, 

Nature, profufely good, with vlifs o’ere 
flows ! 

And ftrli the’s pregnant, though the filh 
beftows ! 

Here verdant paftures far extended Jie, 

And yield the grazing herd a rich fuppty 3 

Luxuriant ywaving in the wanton air, 

Here golden grain rewards the peafant’s 
care, 

Micre vines mature in purple clufters 
glow, 

And heaven above ditfufes heaven below ? 

Ereét and tall, here mountain-cedars rife 

High o'er the clouds, and emulate the 
fkies : 

Here the wing’d crouds, that fkim the 
yieiding air, ? 

With artful coil their little domes pre- 
pare; 

Bere hatch their young, and nurfe their 
rifing care. 

Up the fteep hill afcends the nimble 
doe, 

While timid conies feour the plains be- 
low, 

Or on the pendant rock elude. the 
feenting foe, 

He bac the fiver-majefty of night 

Revoive her circle, and encreafe her 
lighe ; 

Affign'd a province to each rolling fphere, 

And taught the fua to regulate the year ¢ 

At his command, wide-hov'ring e’er the 
pian, 

Primeval night refumes her gloomy reien. 

Then, irom their dens, impatient of 


delay, 
The favage monfters bend their fpee- 
dy way, 


Howl through the fpacoius wafle, and > 
chafé the frighted prey. 
Here waik. the fhaggy monarch of the 


wood, 

Taught from thy Providence to afk his 
food : 

To thee, O Father! to thy bounteous 
fkies 

He rears iis mane, and rolls his glaring 
eyes ; 

He rears: the defarts tremble wide 


around, 
And repercuffive hills repeat the found, 
New glowing gems the eaitern, tkits 
adurn, 
And joyful patwre -hails the op airg 
Morn 5 
The rovers, confcious of approaching day, 
Fiy to their thelte:s, and forget their prey. 
Labericus man, with mod rate Dumber 


, _ Seen, 
Springs cheariul to his toil from downy 


teft 7 
Til 
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Tilkgrateful Ev’ning with her filver-train, 
Bid labour ceafe, & eafe the weary fwain. 
Patt, fov'reign Goodnefs ! all-productive 
mind ; 
On all thy works thyfelf incrib’d we find. 
How various all! How varioufly endu'd! 
How great their number ! and each part 
how good ! 
How perfe& then muft the great parent 
fhine ! 
Who, with one aé& of energy divine, ¢ 
Laid the vaft plan, and finifht the de- 
fign ! 
Where’er the pleafing fearch my thoughts 
purfue, 
Unbounded goodnefs opens to my view ; 
Nor does our world, alone, its influence 
fhares. .. 
Exhauftlefs bounty, and unwearied care 
Extend through all th’ infinitude of fpace, 
And circle nature with a kind embrace, 
The wavy kingdomts of the deep below, 
Thy pow’r, thy wifdom, and thy goodnefs 
fhow : 
Here various beings, without mumber 
ftray, 
Croud the profound, oron the furface play, 
Levi'than here, the mightiet of. the 
train, 
Enormous! fails incumbent o‘er th 
main, 
And foams, and fports; unrival’d in 
his reign ! 
All thefe thy watchful providence fup- 
$% | 
To ee alone they turn their waiting 
eyes, 
For them thou o’penft thy exhauftlefs 
ftere,.>.. ew 
Till the capacious wifh-can grafp no 
more. 
But i: cass aie thy face thould'f& 
¢, = 
Thy glory clouded, onmthy {miles deni’d ; 
Then widow’d Nature vails her mourn- 
ful eyes, = 
Ard vents her gtiefin oniverfal cries ! 
Thén gisomy Death, with ali his meagre 
“train, _ 
Wide o'er the nation fpreads his iron- 
reign. 
Sea, earth; and air, compofe one fatal 
urn, 
And ali their hofts to native duft return ! 
Again, PBs glorious quick’ning influence 
The By | Creation rears her drooping 
: 
New rifing forms thy potent fmiles obey, 
And life Rkindles at the genial ray 5 
United thanks replenifht Nature pays, 


And Heaves and Ea th refound their Ma- 
ker’s praife ! 
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When time fhallin eternity fubfide, 

And Natere languith ‘reft of ali her 
pride ; 

For ever young, thy glories thail re. 
main, 

Vaft as thy being, endiefs as thy reign ! * 

Thou, from the realms of everlafting day, 

Seeft all thy works at one immenfe fur. 
vey ! 

Pleas’d, atone view, the whole to com- 
prehend, 

Partjoin'd to part, concurring to one 
end, 

If thou to earth but turn thy wrathful 


eyes, 
Her bafis trembles, and her offspring dies, 
Thou fmit'it the hills, and, at ch’ almi 


ty blow, co 
Their fummits kindle, and their entrails 
glow, —* a 
While this immortal {park of heavenly 
flame 
Diftends my breaft, and animates my 
frame ; 


To thee my ardent praifes fhail be born, 
On the firft breeze that wakes ' the blah. 
ing morn: 


g . | 
The lateft ftar thall hear the pleating 


und, 
And Nature in full choir thall join around ' 
When full of Thee my fou! excurfive flies 
Though earth, air, ocean, or thy regal 
ies ; 
From world to world new wonders fiilll 
find ; 
And all the Godhead burfts upon my 
mind ; 
When, wing‘'d with whirldwinds, vice 
fhall take her flight, 
To the wide bofom of eternal night ; 
To thee my foul fhall endiefs praifes 


pay: 
oin, men and angles! join th’ exalted 
lay ! 


Virtue the only ture Nobility. 


HE happinefs and glory of our race 
Is warmly godlike virtue to em- 


cj 
The mind heroic boldly may defy ~ 
The tyrants frown, and fiame that rend 
the fky. 
Impa ffive virtue can no injury know, 
Shou'd the earth blaze and ald the heay'as 


glow. 
Serenity and joy, and every biifs, 
The portion of ic virtue is. 
Fair goodnefs here even proves herfelf di- 


vine, | 
And after death will the fun’s orb out 
fhine, : 
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